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This Memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as the “MOU”) is entered into 
on 22nd November 2019 by and between: 
 
 
MAINSTAGE INCUBATOR UG (haftungsbeschränkt), a company, registered with its 
official address at Taunusanlage 8, 60329 Frankfurt am Main, Germany under the German 
law and high court of Frankfurt am Main. 
    
 

                                                         and 
 
AIC-SMU Technology Business Incubation Foundation, also for this agreement 
known as AIC-SMU, registered under the SMIT Campus, F-Block, Level-V, Majitar, 
Rangpo, Sikkim 737136. 
Permanent Account Number: AARCA2955N 

Company Identification Number: U80900KA2018NPL116140 

 
MAINSTAGE INCUBATOR and AIC-SMU may also hereinafter be referred to individually as 
“Authority” and collectively as "Authorities". 
 
 
WHEREAS,  

 
a) MAINSTAGE INCUBATOR is an incubator/launchpad for international start-ups 

to gain access into the German Market and then expand into the European 
market. MAINSTAGE INCUBATOR will help start-ups with Workshops, Events, 
Fundraising Sessions, Sales-as-a-Service and all other formalities to ensure 
that the Start-ups have a successful “Scale-Up” operation in place.  

 
 
 

b) AIC-SMUTBI is an incubator located at Sikkim, India and supported by AIM, 
NITI Aayog, Govt of India which is also a Section 8 company, to facilitate early 

stage start-ups in the North East Indian States. The incubator incubates and 
nurtures early-stage entrepreneurial ventures based on Technology and 
Innovation by providing infrastructure, consultancy, and seed grants to 
promising young entrepreneurs to pursue their dreams of starting their own 
enterprise. It has persistently encouraged young entrepreneurs to hone their 
skills in generating Values Human Resources rather than the traditional Man 
power that feeds the needs of the industry. 

 
c) The Authorities wish to harness and enhance collaborative initiatives within 

the limits of their possibilities and available resources. 
 
Now therefore, the Parties have reached the following understandings 

 
1. Definitions 
 
For the purposes of this MoU, unless the context requires otherwise: 

 

"Authority" means the AIC-SMU or MAINSTAGE INCUBATOR; and collectively, shall be 

referred to as "the Authorities";   
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‘’Start-up’’ stands for enterprises which work towards innovation, development or 

improvement of products or processes or services, or if it's a scalable business model with a 

high potential of employment generation or wealth creation. 

 

 

“MoU” means this agreement between the AIC-SMU and MAINSTAGE INCUBATOR signed 

on 25.10.2019. 
 

2. Background  
 
2.1. MAINSTAGE INCUBATOR is an incubator/launchpad for international start-ups 

to gain access into the German Market and then expand into the European 
market. MAINSTAGE INCUBATOR will help start-ups with Workshops, Events, 
Fundraising Sessions, Sales-as-a-Service and all other formalities to ensure 
that the Start-ups have a successful “Scale-Up” operation in place.  
 

2.2 AIC-SMUTBI is an incubator located at Sikkim, India and supported by AIM, 

NITI Aayog, Govt of India which is also a Section 8 company, to facilitate early 

stage start-ups in the North East Indian States. The incubator incubates and 
nurtures early-stage entrepreneurial ventures based on Technology and 
Innovation by providing infrastructure, consultancy, and seed grants to 
promising young entrepreneurs to pursue their dreams of starting their own 
enterprise. It has persistently encouraged young entrepreneurs to hone their 
skills in generating Values Human Resources rather than the traditional Man 
power that feeds the needs of the industry. 

 
 
3. Purpose 
 

3.1. The purpose of this MoU is to provide a framework for co-operation between 
the Authorities to promote innovation in their respective markets. 

 
4. Principles 
 

4.1. The Authorities intend to provide the fullest possible mutual assistance to one 
another within the terms of this MoU. This MoU operates subject to the 
domestic laws and regulations of each Authority and does not modify or 
supersede any laws or regulatory requirements in force in, or applying to, India 
or Germany. This MoU sets forth a statement of intent and accordingly does 
not create any enforceable rights and is not legally binding. Nothing herein 
shall be construed as creating, legal rights or obligations upon the Authorities. 
To the extent that any provision of this MoU is inconsistent with this paragraph, 
the provision of this paragraph shall prevail. 

 
5. Scope of Co-operation 
 

5.1. The Authorities will endeavour, to the extent possible, to support and cooperate 
with each other to  
 
    (a) Facilitate and support delegation visits to Germany and India. 

(b) Setting up of Launchpad for respective start-ups in both Sikkim (India) 
and German markets. 
 
(c) Provide industry connect to respective start-ups in Germany and India. 
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(d) Provide investor connect and investment support to respective start-ups 
in Germany and India. 
(e) Provide the infrastructure support for conducting events and meetups 
(f) Provide the option to register an entity (branch) in Germany and Europe. 
(g) Provide the option to expand co-operation from Germany to other 
European countries. 
 
 

 
5.1.1. Conduct Education programs, Knowledge exchange programs, 

workshops and curricula relating to start-ups in their respective 

jurisdictions. This may include facilitating and enhancing cooperation 
between relevant parties such as technological institutions, 
universities/research institutions, technology experts, and government 
agencies;  

 
5.1.2. Support start-ups from Sikkim in setting up an office in Germany (or 

Europe) (Additional Service Charge) 

5.1.3. Support the branding activities through the respective social media 
promotions. 

 
 
6. Confidentiality & Permissible Uses 

 

6.1. Any information disclosed by one Authority to the other Authority pursuant to 
paragraphs 5 should be treated by the other Authority as confidential 
information if it is marked accordingly or appears as confidential to a 
reasonable person (“Confidential Information”). 

 
6.2. An Authority should use any information, including Confidential Information, 

disclosed to it by the other Authority only for the purposes for which the 
information was disclosed, unless consent is obtained for other uses.  

 
6.3. If either Authority is required to disclose any Confidential Information provided 

to it by the other Authority pursuant to a requirement of law, such Authority 
should, to the extent possible, notify the other Authority prior to complying 
with such a requirement and should assert all appropriate legal exemptions or 
privileges with respect to such information as may be available.   

 
7. Term 

 
7.1. This MoU takes effect from the date first written above and will continue to 

have effect for a three-year term until 25.10.2019. 
 

7.2. The Authorities may review the operation of this MoU and may amend its terms 
as required at any time upon the mutual consent of both Authorities by means 
of a written instrument. 

 
7.3. Either Authority may seek to terminate this MOU by serving thirty (60) days 

written notice to the other Authority. 
 

7.4. In the event of the termination of this MoU, Confidential Information obtained 
under this MoU will continue to be treated in the manner set out under 
paragraph 6 for three years following the termination of this MoU. 
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8. Authority-wide Contact Details 

 
8.1. The primary points of contact for carrying out the provisions of this MOU are 

as follows: 
 

 AIC-SMUTBI Foundation, (Tejbanta S. Chingtham) 
Email: ceo@smutbi.com 
 

8.1.1. MAINSTAGE INCUBATOR UG, (Swen Wegner) 
Taunusanlage 8, 60329 Frankfurt am Main, Germany 

 
Email: swen.wegner@mainstage-incubator.com 

 
8.2. Each Authority may from time to time change its respective point of contact 

and inform the other Authority accordingly in writing. 
 
9.  Entire Understanding 

 
9.1. The foregoing represents the entire understanding reached between the 

Parties on the matters referred to in this MOU. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Executed by the Authorities in two equally authentic original copies, both in English, on 
the day and year first above written: 
 
 
 
For MAINSTAGE INCUBATOR                AIC-SMU Technology Business Incubation  
 
 
Swen-Rageev Felix Wegner  Tejbanta S. Chingtham, PhD  
 
 

        
_______________________             _______________________ 

 
     

 
 

               

 

Chief Executive Officer 
Mainstage Incubator UG 

(haftungsbeschränkt) 

 

 
Date: 25.10.2019 

 

Chief Executive Officer 
AIC-SMU Technology Business Incubation 

Foundation  

Sikkim. 

India 

 
Date:25.10.2019 
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“COLLABORATION AGREEMENT” 
 
 
 

BETWEEN 
 
 
SIKKIM MANIPAL INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES 

SIKKIM MANIPAL UNIVERSITY 
 
 

AND 
 
 
 
 

SHEFFIELD HALLAM UNIVERSITY 
Howard Street, Sheffield UK 

S1 1WB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawn By 
LEGAL OFFICER 



 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
This memorandum of Understanding (hereinafter referred to as the “MOU”) 

executed this 17th June Wednesday 2020 between the Biomolecular Science 

Research Centre, Sheffield Hallam University, United Kingdom and the 

Sikkim Manipal Institute of Medical Sciences, Sikkim Manipal University, 5th 

Mile Tadong, Sikkim, East India 737102. 

 
WHEREAS the SIKKIM MANIPAL INSTUTUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES, SIKKIM 

MANIPAL UNIVERSITY has inter alia as one of its objectives, to provide directly or 

in collaboration with other institutions of higher learning facilities for University 

research education including technological and professional education; and to 

participate in the discovery and transmission of knowledge and the stimulation of 

intellectual development in interverbal disc tissue regeneration and therapeutics. 

 
WHEREAS the Sheffield Hallam University has a general aim to contribute to 

University Education including technological and professional education and 

research; 

 
WHEREAS both institutions desire to establish relations in the area of Research 

focusing on the title “Focal uncoupling of cell-matrix Interaction activates 

process leading to human intervertebral disc degeneration and pain” 

 
NOW therefore the two parties have agreed to cooperate as follows: - 



1. AREAS OF COLLABORATION 
 

To conduct research, foster collaborations with Commonwealth Research, 

publications and in the area of Intervertebral disc degeneration 

 
i) Joint supervision of Postgraduate projects 

ii) Research student and faculty, exchange 

 

Operational guidelines both academic and budgetary for each activity 

under the MOU shall be set down in a specific letter of agreement. 

 
MUTUAL OBLIGATIONS 

 

1. The two parties hereto undertake to jointly solicit for funds including 

donor funds, research grants, contributions, subscriptions and such 

related funds for the purpose of realizing any or all the objectives of the 

collaboration. 

2. The overall Memorandum does not entail any obligation for the two 

parties to fund any travels for researchers from the other institution. 

Provided that funds are available from elsewhere (e.g. concrete 

collaborative projects), both parties will facilitate practical arrangements 

related to study visits from the collaborating institution including office 

accommodation and necessary administrative functions (such as flight 

reconfirmation and hotel reservation) to enable them to carry out 

programme objectives. 

3. Both institutions shall seek waiver of duty and value added tax applicable 

on any equipment and materials for use by students and staff 

participating in this collaboration. As a general rule, the title and custody 

of any equipment acquired in the course of the collaboration shall remain 



with the host institution upon the expiry of that particular project as 

specified in individual ‘agreements of collaboration’. 

4. Both institutions shall abide by current international guidelines on good 

research practice and ethics available in relation to all research activities. 

5. Both institutions further agree to bear the cost of administering the 

programme on such terms as shall be mutually agreed upon from time 

to time. 

6. Both parties shall make rules governing the use of their respective 

facilities including laboratories, library and workshops where such 

facilities are used to conduct any of the functions of this collaboration 

as specified in ‘agreements of collaboration’ regarding each individual 

project. 

7. Both parties jointly and independently agree to make available suitable 

facilities and personnel as and when required and on such terms as to 

fees, remuneration, insurance, and any other incidents thereto as 

specified in ‘agreements of collaboration’ regarding each individual 

project. 

8. The parties shall share both in gains and losses of the collaboration 

including skills, inventions/patents, profits and liabilities whether 

pecuniary or otherwise provided always Intellectual Property rights 

shall be shared equally. 

9.  The parties shall keep each other indemnified against all damages to or 

losses resulting from the fault of their respective agents and/or servants. 

 
MANAGEMENT OF THE COLLABORATION 

Each Institution shall designate a coordinator to develop and coordinate the 

program activities. 

 
The initial coordinators are Dr. Polly Lama of Sikkim Manipal Institute of 

Medical Sciences, Sikkim Manipal University and Professor (Dr) Christine Le 



Maitre of Sheffield Hallam University. Notification of change or successor 

shall be in writing to the other party. 

 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 

All rights created by patent as a result of joint activity shall be shared by 

the Sheffiled Hallam University and Sikkim Manipal Institute of Medical 

Sciences, Sikkim Manipal University. Unless all the parties agree, no party 

shall individually, and without prior notice and consent of the others, file or 

obtain whether in United Kingdom or India or elsewhere and anywhere any 

Intellectual Property Rights over any research materials or information 

under this Memorandum including properties, derivatives or processes 

including those that may utilize the knowledge of local communities 

regarding any product or process even such process has been modified to 

a more sophisticated level by synthetic or any other method. Such 

Intellectual Property shall be in any event jointly owned by both parties. 

Regarding authors’ rights, only co-investigators and other scientific staff 

that have contributed significantly to the study planning, fieldwork, data 

analysis and write-up, will be included 

as co-authors. 

 

MATERIAL TRANSFER AGREEMENT 

Any and all materials transferred between the parties shall be subject to an 

acceptable ‘material transfer agreement’ signed by the parities and 

appended to the agreement of collaboration regarding the individual 

projects. 

 
DURATION OF THE MEMORANDUM 

This Memorandum of Understanding shall come into effect from the date of 

execution and shall remain in force for a period of two years. 



IMPLEMENTATION 

All laws, rules and regulations issued by all parties shall be strictly observed 

at all times. 

 
SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

The parties shall first use reasonable endeavours to amicably settle disputes 

arising out of or in connection with this Collaboration Agreement. 

 
Where a dispute has not been amicably resolved the parties shall enter into 

structured negotiation with the assistance of a mediator acceptable to both 

sides. 

 
Where mediation fails the parties shall settle the dispute through 

arbitration, such arbitration shall be conducted under the rules of arbitration 

of the International Chamber of commerce by one or more arbitrators 

appointed in accordance with the said rules. The award of the arbitration 

shall be final and binding upon the parties. 

 
FORCE MAJEURE 

Either party shall promptly notify the other party, in writing, of any situation 

or event arising from circumstances beyond their control, which they could 

not have reasonably foreseen, and which make the performance of all or 

part of the parties obligations under this contract impossible. Upon 

notification of the occurrence of such a situation or event, the performance 

of this contract shall be deemed to be postponed for a period of time 

equivalent to that caused by the Force Majeure and reasonable period not 

exceeding one (1) week thereafter shall be allowed for remobilisation to 

continue the performance of the contract. 



REVIEW AND AMENDMENTS 

The Memorandum may be amended or revised if both parties agree. Such 

amendments or revision shall be effective from the date of 

signature. Amendments may be decided at any time and shall be made in 

writing upon mutual consent of the parties. 

 
TERMINATION OF MEMORANDUM 

The memorandum of Understanding may be terminated with immediate 

effect by mutual agreement between the parties or by either party giving 

the other not less than six (6) months notice in writing. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have executed this Memorandum of 

Understanding this 01 February Monday, 2021. 

SIGNED for and on behalf of the SHEFFIELD HALLAM UNIVERSITY 
 

 

HEAD OF RESEARCH EXCELLENCE 

Professor Christine Le Maitre 

SIGNED 

For and on behalf of the Sikkim Manipal Institute of Medical Sciences, 

Sikkim Manipal University 

 
Dr Polly Lama, (Principal Investigator) Associate Professor, Anatomy 

In the Presence of: Mr. Daniel Wild, Legal Officer, Sheffield Hallam University, UK 

Copy Rights @ Sheffield Hallam University 





 

The Foundation for The Gator Nation 
An Equal Opportunity Institution 

College of Public Health and Health Professions 2004 Mowry Road 

College of Medicine PO Box 100231 
Department of Epidemiology Gainesville, FL 32610-3010 
 352-273-5468 
 352-273-5365 Fax 
 epidemiology.phhp.ufl.edu 

August 10, 2017 
 
Dear Drs. Senthil Reddi, Sonam Lasopa, Mingma Sherpa, Mythili Hazarika and Arvind Nongpiur, 
 
Congratulations, I am delighted to inform you that the Fogarty International Center has approved funding 
of Advanced in-country multi-center study initiated by former Fogarty Trainees entitled, “Identification of 
Modulators, Predictors and Convergent Trends (IMPACT) of Suicide Attempts in Urban and Rural Indian 
Settings”. With NIMHANS, Bangalore as coordinating center (trainees, Dr. Senthil Reddi, Dr. Preeti Sinha 
and Dr. Sydney Moirangthem), the remaining study sites will be Sir Thutob Namgyal Memorial Hospital 
and Sikkim Manipal Institute of Medical Sciences (SMIMS), Sikkim (trainees, Dr. Sonam Lasopa and Dr. 
Mingma L Sherpa), Gauhati Medical College, Assam (trainee, Dr. Mythili Hazarika), and North East Indira 
Gandhi Regional Institute of Health and Medical Sciences (NEIGRIMS), Meghalaya (trainee, Dr. Arvind 
Nongpiur). The total approved funding for the project is $46,658 based on the budget below provided by 
you along with the study proposal. It is expected that all research supported by the Fogarty Advanced in-
country grants will provide critical preliminary data to support future collaborative grant applications and 
also result in collaborative publications in high impact journals.  

Study Site Budgeted items Funds 
requested 

in USD 

Total in 
USD 

NIMHANS, 
Bangalore 

1. Two research coordinators will be hired in India to coordinate the multi-
site (Karnataka, Sikkim, Assam and Shillong)  in-country trainee 
collaboration grant research on suicide India@ $6,520 each for 12 
months 

13,040  

2. One research assistant will be hired to interview study participants, 
conduct assessments and complete all required forms and enter data 
@ $5,690 for 12 months 

5,690 

3. Reimbursing travel expenses of research participants @ $30 per 
person. (90-100 subjects of 400 at NIMHANS require travel 
reimbursement 

2,700 

4. DIS license and printing costs 2,000 
NIMHANS Total 23,430 

NEIGRIMS, 
Meghalaya 

1. One research assistant will be hired to interview study participants, 
conduct assessments and complete all required forms and enter data 
@ $5,690 for 12 months 

5,690  

2. Reimbursing travel expenses of research participants @ 7.7 per person 
(200 subjects)  

1,539 

NEIGRIMS Total 7,229 
SMIMS, 
Sikkim 

1. One research assistant will be hired to interview study participants, 
conduct assessments and complete all required forms and enter data 
@ $5,690 for 12 months 

5,690  

2. Reimbursing travel expenses of research participants @ 7.7 per person 
(200 subjects) 

1,539 

SMIMS Total 7,229 
GMC, 
Assam 

1. One research assistant will be hired to interview study participants, 
conduct assessments and complete all required forms and enter data 
@ $5,690 for 12 months 

5,690  

2. Reimbursing travel expenses of research participants @ 15.4 per 
person (200 subjects)  

3,080 

GMC Total 8,770 
 Total budget of the project 46,658 
 



Terms and Conditions 

1. Awardees must submit progress reports on the scientific and fiscal status of the project at regular 
intervals.  

2. Contact PIs Dr. Senthil Reddi and Dr. Sonam Lasopa will update via Skype the progress of the 
study to the Program Directors, Dr. Linda B. Cottler and Dr. Sanjeev Jain and Program 
Coordinator, Dr. Krishna Vaddiparti. 

3. Awardees are expected to present the results of their research in collaboration with their Indo-US 
co-investigators at scientific meetings and publish findings in scholarly journals according to 
worldwide ethical standard (i.e. ISAJE). 

4. In accordance with NIH requirements: 

All presentations and publications resulting from work funded by Fogarty advanced in-country 
grants must include an NIH funding citation. The following language should be used: This work is 
supported in part by the Fogarty International Training Program in Chronic Non-Communicable 
Diseases and Disorders at the University of Florida, Grant # 1D43TW009120 (Cottler PI). 

5. Awardees must ensure that electronic versions of any peer-reviewed manuscripts arising from 
Fogarty advanced in-country grant -funded research and accepted for publication are deposited 
in PubMed Central, the NIH's digital archive of biomedical and life sciences journal literature. See 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-033.html.  

6. Awardees must notify in writing the Program Director, Dr. Linda Cottler, Major Foreign 
Collaborator, Dr. Sanjeev Jain and Program Coordinator, Dr. Krishna Vaddiparti during the 
funding period if there is a significant change in the scope of work that would affect the outcome 
of the project or necessitate re-budgeting. 

7. Funds will only be disbursed upon approval from Institutional Review Boards of the institutes of 
four centers involved in the study. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Linda B. Cottler, PhD, MPH, FACE 
Principal Investigator 
 

 

I understand and accept the terms and conditions of this funding as outlined above 

 

 

Signature:_________________________________ 
Name:                                                Date 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-08-033.html
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