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SDG 4: SMU ROLE FOR QUALITY EDUCATION 

 

Sikkim Manipal University offers quality education in the field of medical, 

engineering, nursing, physiotherapy, medical biotechnology, humanities & basic 

sciences programs. The programs are developed based upon considering local, 

national, regional, global developmental and social needs. 

Sikkim Manipal University believes inclusive and equitable quality education and 

promote lifelong learning opportunities for all class of society. 

Northeastern states of India are mostly underdeveloped and many parts of it are 

not widely connected with rest of India properly considering the fact Sikkim 

Manipal University came to existence in 1992 with an agreement between Govt. 

of Sikkim and well know Manipal Group with a vision of education for all and to 

harbour quality professional education for the people of Northeast and the state 

of Sikkim. 

The following are the initiatives taken by Sikkim Manipal University: 

a. Reservation of Seats for the people of Sikkim: 

20% to 50% seats with 75% freeship in course fee are reserved in all the 

programme for the people of Sikkim where even a student from BPL can apply 

and join the programmes. Sikkim Manipal University has students strength from 

28 states who are studying in various programmes. More than 30% students are 

studying from NE states where development has not reached in many parts. 
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b. Vocational Training on Capital Market Professional: 

Sikkim Manipal University has partnered with National Stock Exchange of 

India Limited to offer NSE Certified Capital Market Professional (NCCMP). 

It is offered to impart knowledge and awareness about the securities market and 

thereby upgrade the skills and proficiency of the participants (candidates) of the 

course. Student of Sikkim Manipal University can attend the courses as value 

added courses and are offered after college hours were the experts from NSE 

along with faculty from Dept. of humanities & social sciences, SMU takes 

classes on virtual and offline mode.  
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c. Vocational Training: Startup Acceleration Program for North East 

(SAPNE 1.0): 

Startup Incubation cell of Sikkim Manipal University (AIC SMUTBI) launched 

4 months Startup Acceleration Program for North East (SAPNE 1.0) in May 2021 

on virtual mode  for entrepreneurs from the Northeast who are looking for growth 

and scale of their business or those solving pertinent problems of Northeast. 

The objective of the program is to help founders create “the Startup Playbook” 

with real-time problems which they may encounter and to ease them with the help 

a set of curated mentors and equip them with impactful knowledge to create a 

sustainable business.   

SAPNE emphasised on creating sustainable livelihoods in the Northeast by 

entrepreneurs which can be achieved by innovative thinking, be it product-

oriented thinking, process-oriented thinking or innovation in business models, 

societal forms etc. 

The program was addressed by Dr Chintan Vaishnav, MD of Atal Innovation 

Mission, NITI AAYOG, Sonam Wangchuk, HAIL, Ladakh,   Nikunja Borthakur, 

Senior Chief General Manager (Corporate Affairs) from Numaligarh Refineries 

Ltd who announced to take the top three startups from this cohort to the 

Investment Committee Round of investment for their program; Chaman Lal, 

Director, Private Sector Development, GIZ, Germany, Gautam 

Sivaramakrishnan, Venture Capital and Private Equity partnerships at Microsoft 
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for Startups and Headstart Network, Karma Paljor, ex-Senior Editor CNN and 

Co-Founder, EastMojo delivered a very motivating narration of his own startup 

story and his journey from being a successful Editor at CNN to leaving the job at 

the peak of his career and doing something the North East really needed.  

 

Sonam Wangchuk, Founder HAIL, Ladakh addressing participants of 
SAPNE 1.0 program 

 

d. SEED School for underprivileged students of Majitar Village: 

Many school going students in Majitar village leaves their education at early age 

as no one in their family is educated and can give time to them at home for 

teaching them after school. Looking into the fact Society of Electrical and 

Electronics Department (SEED), Sikkim Manipal Institute of Technology in 2009 

started SEED School to provide quality education to underprivileged students of 

Majitar Village.  
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SEED school conducts classes for students from 4th to 10th standard. Classes are 

conducted after college hours inside the college classes. Classes are conducted by 

the students of college who helps children with their homework, help them 

complete their study work post school hours.  SEED School has been supportive 

for the underprivileged school students with quality education after school hours.  
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e. SMU selected as training partner with NSDC under the 
PMKVY 4.0 program 2023 

 
 
SMU selected as training partner with NSDC under the PMKVY 4.0 program of 
Ministry of Skill Development, GOI. The following points were explained by her 
: 
a)      The entire program is coming under the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojana 4.0 (PMKVY 4.0) scheme. 
b)      The five job roles/ course we have selected are as follows: 
Job Role Sector
Assistant Technician-CCTV Electronics
Software Developer Associate IT-ITeS
Electrician-Aide Construction
Internet Support Technician Telecom
Software Programmer IT-ITeS
  
c)      Training will be conducted for a maximum of 240 students. However, 
students have to be enrolled in batches. 
d)      The maximum possible student in a batch is 30 and there has to be minimum 
of 10 students in a batch.  
e)      The deadline for the starting the first batch is 15th July and last date to on 
board first batch is 30th June. 
f)       NSDC will allot a sum of Rs. 6923 /- per student for his/her skill 
development course 
g)      The timing for the course is flexible and the alotted hrs can be spread over 
3 months or 1 month as decided by the University. 
h)      The total cost for the course will be given in two instalments. The first 
instalment of 60%  of the total amount will be considered after minimum of 70% 
student’s attendance is recorded within first 20 days. The remaining instalment 
will be provided if 70% of the batch attains the certificate. 
i)       The exams will be conducted by NSDC personnel on campus after course 
is completed and date of exam will be selected by the University in coordination 
with NSDC. 
j)       The courses will have to be conducted in fully offline mode and biometric 
attendance of the students to be recorded. 
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Members present. 
(a) Prof.Dr. Gurdaman Lal Sharma, Director, SMIT 
(b)      Prof. (Dr.) Udit Kr Chakraborty, HOD CSE & Head QC 
(c)       Dr. Bikash Sharma, Head e cell 
(d)       Dr. Amrita Biswas, Deputy Registrar(A) 
(e)       Dr. Satadru Jha, Dept of Chemistry 
(f)       Dr. Abhinandan Baruah, Dept. of ME 
(g)      Dr. Dipendra Gurung,Dept. of  CA 
(h)      Prof. (Dr.) Rabindranath Bera, Dept. of CSE(DS) 
 
 

 

 

 











 

   

PROGRESS REPORT ON 

TRANSFORMING EDUCATION IN 

REMOTE RURAL GOVT SCHOOLS 

OF SIKKIM 

A summary of activities and achievement made across the 3 adopted schools in North Sikkim - 
December 2021 till date 
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PROJECT DETAILS 

PROJECT PERIOD: July 2021 – June 2024 

REPROTING PERIOD: July 2021 – June 2023 

PROJECT GEOGRAPHY: 3 Govt. schools in Mangan District, Sikkim  

 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

The project, supported by Manipal Foundation and Sikkim Manipal University, is aimed at creating 
access to quality and holistic learning in three adopted Govt. schools. As part of the Project, over a 3-
year period, 17000ft will 

• Improve infrastructure through the setup of outdoor playground to get children back to 
schools.  

• Improve Learning Resources by setting up:  
i. DigiLab – highly specialized offline Digital Learning Solution meant for areas with no 

mobile connectivity, that enables children to learn in school and at home. 
ii. Library, with average 400 books across genres, levels and languages. 

• Build capabilities of Headmasters and Teachers  on implementing a Blended Learning program 
and an Active Library program in schools  

• Improve Student Learning by implementing a Structured Library program and the DigiLab 
program in the 3 schools.  
 
 

PROJECT PROGRESS  

The first two years of the Project has been devoted to 

• Setting expectations with the Department of 
Education 

• Mobilizing and sensitizing parent and the 
communities 

• Improving infrastructure in schools through the 
installation of the Playground 

• Contextualizing the digital learning content for the 
DigiLab program 

• Enhancing learning resources in schools through the 
setup of the DigiLab and Library  

• Building capacity of HM and Teachers through annual 
training and periodic refresher training 

• Supporting the schools through quarterly monitoring 
visits and calls 

• Maintaining the provided hardware and 
troubleshooting, as required  
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PROJECT RESULTS  
DigiLab 

The overall Average Learning Improvement (ALI) across subjects is 16.63%. In the current academic 

year, the overall ALI is higher (17.02%) as compared to the previous session (15.21%).  

Children have demonstrated the highest learning improvement in EVS/ Science – 24.78% in the current 

academic year and 19.58% in the previous year. It is encouraging to see that in Maths, the children are 

displaying a higher improvement this year (10.34%) as against 7.23% displayed last year. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grade wise data for ALI is also extremely heartening as children across grades are demonstrating 

improvement in their learning. The data reveals that the highest Learning improvement has been 

achieved by children of Grade 5 followed by Grade 4 and Grade 6. There has been a marked increase 

in ALI for Grade 6 in the current session with an over 10% increase from the previous session.  
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Library 

It is immensely inspiring to note that children are borrowing and reading books. All the three schools 

have incorporated a Library period in their schedule and have allocated one period per week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As can be seen in the above graph, a total of 81 book titles have been issued across the three schools 

to 71 students a total of 142 times. Almost all issued Book titles have been of English language; only 1 

book in Nepali has been issued while there have no books issued in Hindi language. 

 

It has been observed that majority of the books issued have been Picture Books which account for 

56.8% of all book titles issued, followed by Knowledge genre books which account for 23.5% of all book 

titles issued. Children are being encouraged to explore other genres too. 
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Almost half (49%) of the students across the three schools were found to be in the basic ‘Green’ level 

with close to 30% in the ‘Red’ level. Just under 17% were in the ‘Orange’ level while only a little over 

5% were in the most advanced level- ‘White’.  

 

  

As can be seen above, the vast majority of students in the three schools are not reading at Grade level 

at the moment. To address this, 17000ft has conducted centralised & refresher training of HM & 

teachers on creating an active reading program in schools with the overall aim to inculcate a reading 

habit amongst children. We are confident that these measures will encourage children to read more 

and a larger proportion of students will start reading at Grade level. 

Enrolment Updates 

Even though the overall enrolment has declined in all the 3 schools, it has been observed that the 
overall students’ attendance across grades is over 90%. 
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CHALLENGES FACED 

Over the last two years of the Project, 17000ft has faced a few challenges which have been 

addressed as highlighted below: 

i. Raspberry Pi stability issues: A stability issue was observed in the Raspberry Pi setup in the 3 
schools, as part of the DigiLab. It was noted that due to power fluctuations, when multiple devices 
would try to connect to the Raspberry Pi, the Pi was unable to take the load forcing the devices 
to drop off automatically.  This caused issues in syncing data from the DigiLab sessions. To resolve 
this issue, 17000ft has now provided an additional 220V transformer in these schools which is 
converting the load from AC to DC, thus providing stability when multiple devices attempt to 
connect to the Pi.  

ii. Power Supply issues: Inconsistent power supply causing malfunctioning in the DigiLab was a major 
issue reported by the schools.  
In order to counter this, 17000ft provided Top Up boxes to stabilize power supply for the DigiLab 
and ensure continuous and uninterrupted power supply for all devices. This step has particularly 
helped increase DigiLab usage in the schools. 

iii. Delays caused due to weather vagaries: Due to the long monsoon season causing roads to be 
washed out and travel practically impossible, it was not possible make monitoring visits to the 
schools in each quarter; hence only 3 out of the planned 4 visits could be made. 
In address this challenge, 17000ft has ensured support to the schools through calls/ WhatsApp. 

 

SUPPORT PROVIDED BY SMU 

Health Camps 

The Central Referral Hospital Manipal, in association with 17000ft Foundation, has organised a one-

day free medical health camp for the benefit of community members at: 

• Lingzya Village in Dec 2021 

• Namong Arithang in July 2023 

The medical camps were conducted on the grounds of the schools in the 

villages.  

Specialist doctors from various department namely General Medicine, 

Paediatrics, Dental and Psychiatry conducted these camps. Both the camps 

were well attended by students, parents and teachers. Medical 

examination along with free blood pressure and blood sugar were also 

conducted. Few of the patients were referred by the doctors for further 

Sl 
No 

Name of School Enrolment of 
Start of Year 1 

Current 
Enrolment 

1 UPS Lingzya 36 32 

2 Ups Namprick 36 32 

3 SS Tingvong 65 47 
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treatment at Central Referral Hospital Manipal. The Central Referral Hospital also gave free medical 

treatment to the needy patients. 

 

Hiring of Team 

Before 17000ft started its full-fledged operations in Sikkim, the Sikkim Manipal University had provided 

space to the 17000ft senior team for conducting candidates’ interviews for the role of Program 

Facilitators. 

17000 ft’s PRESENCE IN SIKKIM  

17000ft started its operations in Sikkim in July 2021 by adopting 3 Govt. schools in collaboration with 

Manipal Foundation and Sikkim Manipal University. Since then, 17000ft has expanded its reach and 

has transformed a total of 85 Govt. schools across Mangan, Pakyong and Gangtok districts and will 

soon be expanding to the Soreng district.  

In this journey, 17000ft has been supported by Manipal Foundation & Sikkim Manipal University, Axis 

Bank, HT Parekh Foundation and Cipla Foundation. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE GROUND 
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